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measured up to the requirements and specifications of the
armies for quality^ and workmanship. But the Indians
themselves have a word for their own manufactures; it is
** kutcha." Roughly translated, it means " rotten." At the
height of petrol rationing in Delhi during the war, a bicycle
became a necessity for most people ; and as imports had
ceased, it was of necessity an Indian bicycle. Its tube steel
frame dented on contact with wooden cycle-racks, and one
of the pedals worked off in the road after one week's use ;
which explained why a second-hand British cycle was
priced at anything up to double the cost of a new Indian
cycle.
Clearly that bicycle cannot have been typical of all
the goods made from Indian steel. If it had been,
an infuriated army would probably have partitioned the
country earlier and more thoroughly than the politicians
managed it. But it was enough to leave a lingering
doubt about the wisdom of India advancing too rapidly
and confidently upon the path of building all her own
transport vehicles.
Another phase of industrialisation that has widespread
support and has attracted the attention of the Government
of India, is the exploitation of those minerals which can be
converted into inorganic fertilisers. Agriculture certainly
needs more fertilisers. They are not readily to be obtained
in world markets even if India had the funds to buy them.
So schemes for fertiliser plants appeal strongly to all
advocates of industrialisation.
Processing of indigenous food products offers a big field.
India has become self-supporting for sugar in the past two
decades instead of being dependent upon processing facilities
abroad. But consumption is still ridiculously low and cap-
able of tremendous expansion.
Manufacture of fine chemicals and dyestuffs has its warm
Indian supporters, who point out that the key position these
materials hold in modern society makes it dangerous and